EF Grant Available for Branches to Spread Let’s Read Math
The West Chester-Chester County Branch (PA) Branch is pleased to announce that it has received an Educational Foundation Community Action Grant to Spread Let’s Read Math. The grant is for the period July 1, 2007-June 30, 2009, and is structured to support a limited number of Pennsylvania and Middle Atlantic Region AAUW branches in starting up the successful Let’s Read Math program developed by Dr. Claire Passantino of the Makefield Area PA Branch. 

The EF Grant will provide training, books, teacher’s guides, supplies, and funding for interested branches. There is no one set way to implement the program, so branches will decide how they want to use the materials.

If your branch might be interested, please contact Project Director Graham Boose, Co-President of the West Chester-Chester County (PA) branch, by not later than June 15, 2007. This is not a commitment to participate, but an inquiry for information. Graham’s contact information is GDBoose@comcast.net (preferred) or 610-431-7701. Please provide a contact name, branch name, and phone number when you email.
The program can be used successfully as a one-time event, such as in a Family Night at an elementary school. It can also be presented as a series of events at a summer day camp, after-school program or library, at several different levels, depending on the interests of children and workshop facilitators. Teachers, in particular, are interested in being trained as facilitators. 
The branch can be the hands-on facilitators of the workshops, or it can project manage other organizations that want to implement the program, such as a Girl Scout Council. As few as two persons could present a workshop to 10 children.
Why might your branch be interested in doing this?

· Let’s Read Math supports AAUW’s mission

· Let’s Read Math makes children (e.g., girls) more comfortable with mathematical concepts, keeping open the doors to career choices in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM)
· Let’s Read Math encourages new branch members from the mom-age bracket

· Let’s Read Math provides an opportunity for a public presence in the community

·  Let’s Read Math is FUN--for both children and adults

This innovative program makes mathematics concepts interesting and fun for primary children and adults. Everyone loves children’s books, and the simple messages that are conveyed in pictures and print.  There is a growing body of children’s literature with embedded math themes. Dr. Passentino uses these books as an avenue towards building both literacy and numeracy in children. At the same time, adults are having positive experiences reading the books to the children, and perhaps overcoming some of their own negative feelings about math: “Math is hard, I hate math, I could never do math, who needs it?”  These messages are not good for adults to communicate to children.
In its simplest form, an adult reads one of the Let’s Read Math books with a group of children, and the adult and helpers organize a math-related activity for the children afterwards. Dr. Passentino has developed work books for the math activities -- appropriately titled Fun Books. Both the story books and the fun books are available through the program. Some are available in Spanish.
The program is suitable for small groups of primary children, say 4 or 5 children, through a group of 20 or so.  Of course, multiple groups can be run simultaneously. It has been used in after school programs, in enrichment programs, in Family Nights at primary schools, and as a Saturday activity in public libraries. Local volunteers will present the program for the third summer at the YWCA of Chester County Summer Enrichment Program.

Demographics between the groups of children are very different, as are the number of participants. So, the program has been demonstrated to be both portable and scalable, as well as age-adaptable; and, fun for both adults and children. 

Dr. Passentino originated the program through AAUW, first in 2004 in her home area at the Makefield PA Library, and then in 2005 with volunteers from the West Chester-Chester County Branch at the Summer Enrichment Program at the YWCA of Chester County. The Eastern Delaware Branch has implemented the program at the Chester YWCA, Delaware County, and in several public schools. The program is also under evaluation by several second-grade teachers in the West Chester Area School District.
Initial funding was provided by the AAUW-PA, the AAUW Philadelphia Area Interbranch Council, an Educational Foundation Grant to Dr. Passantino for program development, the Verizon Check Into Literacy Program, and Wachovia Bank.
